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Click here to watch our National Night Out Video

2020 – A Different Kind of National Night Out
National Night Out is a time-honored tradition in the City of Arlington 
that brings together police, other first responders, leaders, and com-
munity members for a night of fun and relationship-building. 

While the ongoing pandemic required that this year's celebration 
look a bit different than it has in the past, everyone adapted and still 
came together to make the night a success. Rather than neighbor-
hood parties, drive-thru parties were held in each district. Marked 
units turned on their lights, officers waved and greeted participants, 
and handed out free goodie bags to the children.

Hopefully, we'll be back to normal in 2021 and can meet face-to-face 
again!

Officers, Teachers, and Advocates

APD's New 
Storm Drain Unit

Lunch and  
Conversation

"It's Been an Awesome Experience"

Recently, the mother of a UTA student reached out to both the 
UTA PD and our department for help with a concern. She was 
worried her son, who has a communication impairment and had 
just earned his driver’s license, might have a problem if he ever 
had an encounter with the police.

Mental Health Initiative Officer Trevor Clenney and retired APD 
Officer, Sergeant Tom Savage, currently with UTA PD, agreed to 
meet with the student and his mother to discuss her concerns. 
They ran several mock traffic stops with the student so he could 
practice what to do and ensure a positive outcome if he was 
stopped by an officer. They also checked to make sure the stu-
dent’s license had the proper markings, so any officer would be 
able to quickly recognize that he had a communication impair-
ment. The student’s mother sent a nice note to both agencies, 
thanking the officers and letting them know she was more at 
ease knowing the protocol, resources, and advocates available 
to her son.
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Officer Trevor Clenney

Sgt. Tom Savage

Now that's what you call service with 
a smile!! 

Officer Barry Samples offered to go 
down into a storm drain and retrieve a 
citizen's phone after they accidentally 
dropped it. Great Job! 

And no, APD really doesn't have a 
Storm Drain Unit. But you never know 
where an officer may be popping up.

People in the community and depart-
ment will miss seeing a familiar face in 
the Community Affairs unit: Officer Kim 
Fretwell retired in September after 20 
years of service to the City of Arlington 
Police Department. Before leaving, she 
shared some of her experiences here and 
what they meant to her.

On Becoming a Police Officer

“I started out in college wanting to be a 
nurse. I met a Black police officer and 
changed my mind that I wanted to be 
an officer. While working on my crimi-
nal justice degree, I worked part-time in 
the Arlington jail. I learned a lot and it 
helped me transition into Class 18 of the 
academy. I graduated in 2000. It was an 
awesome experience.”

Her Role in the Department

“I’ve had opportunities to work East patrol, where we were very busy working all 
types of calls for service. I was the first Black female in the Vice unit. Then I got 
to work in the schools as a School Resource officer, and finally into Community 
Support where I’ve been able to do a lot in the community. 

"I started the Arlington Clergy and Police Partnership (ACAPP), which has 
grown tremendously. We’ve had hundreds of people go through the academy 
and are able to help the community in many ways, like shopping and providing 
for families in need. It’s been very rewarding."

Advice to Young People Considering Police Work

“I tell them my number one job every day when I put my uniform on is to make 
sure people stay safe and are okay. Yes, sometimes that involves taking peo-
ple to jail or writing a ticket, but 
overall, my job is to keep people 
safe. It’s about helping people.

“Often, when on a call for ser-
vice, officers see someone is 
hurting – they need help with 
their light bill, some groceries. 
Officers will often reach into their 
own pockets to help or volunteer 
time to help mow a lawn for peo-
ple who are overwhelmed or too 
sick to do it themselves.”

Final Words

“What humbles me the most, especially being in this unit, is getting to help when 
people reach out to us saying that they need help and being able say, ‘Yep, we’ll 
help get it taken care of.’ And, when I say ‘we,’ I mean the department, ACAPP, 
volunteers, Citizens on Patrol. That’s what it’s all about – everyone partnering to 
help the community.”

Click here to hear Kim's Last Call

Officer Nick Ghidina proves that this 
job is truly about service, and helping 
those in our community.  

When he was called to assist a citizen 
who was looking for a little help, 
Nick took the extra time to listen and 
bought him lunch.
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